An attempt to prevent or delay denervation changes in rat muscles.
A number of drugs which are known to affect lysosomes and their enzyme activities were used in an attempt to inhibit or delay the onset of denervation changes in rat muscles. The following parameters were used: the occurrence of fibrillations in electromyographs; diameters of muscle fibers; acid phosphatase activity; acetylcholinesterase activity and distribution in end plates. Differences between denervated and non-denervated limbs were evaluated and compared in the different treatment groups. The various parameters were differently affected by the different drugs. Chloroquin, thiouracil and streptomycin appeared to be more effective than other treatments in the inhibition of denervation changes.